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United States Senate
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Dear Senator Nickles:
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This is in reply to your letter of January 5. 1993. in which you inquired on
behalf of several of your constituents regarding the Notice of Proposed Rule
Making (Notice) in PR Docketllo.92-235. 57 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes to the Commission's Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Those rules have been in place for ',over 20 years. While they have been
amended on numerous occasions since that time. they nonetheless embody
regulatory concepts based on yesteryear's technology and, unless changed. will
stifle the growth and development of private land mobile radio technology and
services. which are used primarily by local governments. public safety
entities. and businesses to enhance their productivity. The Commission issued
the Notice. therefore. to solicit comment from all interested persons on a
wide variety of proposals designed to increase channel capacity. to promote
more efficient use of these channe~8. and to simplify the rules governing use
of these channels.

The proposals in the Notice reflect to a large extent concepts and proposals
submitted in the initial inquiry stages of this proceeding. None of the
proposals set forth in the Notice. however. are engraved in stone. Indeed.
the proposals represent our'best judgment at this stage of the proceeding on
steps that must be taken to improve the regulatory climate for users of the
private land mobile radio spectrum below 512 MHz. To this end. some of the
critical issues that must be resolved relate to channel spacing, the amount qf
time provided to users to convert to new technical standards, how the 300 to
500 percent increase in channel capacity should be licensed. how the rules
should be written to provide users technical flexibility. and whether the
current nineteen radio services should be consolidated and, if so. how. I
have enclosed for your information a copy of that part of the Notice that
describes the numerous proposals.

Your constituents are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (RIc) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
~ur proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RIc operations because of any proposal contained in the
Not ice.
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Honorable Don Nickles 2.

We ares of courses sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and Ric hobbyists. We will. therefore. take into
careful consideration all their comments. Your constituents' concerns will
be fully evaluated when we develop final rules in this proceeding. As
indicated in the Notices we remain convinced that without significant
regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz s the quality
of communications in the private land mobile radio services will continue to
deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the national
economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding. Comments on the
proposals set forth in the Notice are due May 28 s 1993 s and Reply Comments are
due July 14 s 1993. We expect final rules to be issued in 1994. We urge your
constituents to file formal comments on all aspects of the proposals.

Ralph A. d$&k
Chiefs Private Radio Bureau

Enc losures:
Notice
Order
Discussion paper
Incoming correspondence
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The HonorapleDon Nichols
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Nichols

Rules currently under consideration by the
Federal Communications Communications
Commission (FCC) - PR Docket 92-235 - if
adopted, will greatly reduce the usability
of frequencies currently assigned for
modelai,rcraf.t ..use greatly increasing the
iisk:'of','acciaeiit~andattendant liability .
. . " ....•..•..:.: .. ;,. : .... ~ •. ~4,;·;> :.;f.. '<":'. ~ . .", ~ :..':'" ','

pi~ci~~::'n6€~:~~~i-iier·'freqti~ticY.· ~iio¢at:ioti ::
requiring radio' freqUency, changes' for'
modelers placing ,them in the 72-76 MHz
band with receiver modification became
effective January 1991. Another change
will produce increased individual and
collective cost for radio modification as
well as diminished frequency availability
thus reducing the current safety factor.

Our area model aircraft organization as
well as 42. other clubs throughout Oklahoma
sponsor state and regional meets where
individuals throughout the state as well
as those from out-of-state gather for
recreational flying as well as
competition. A'reduced frequency allotment
greatly increases frequency congestion and
increases the. possibility for property
damage, and 'personal inj ury. "
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Dedicated 10 radio ConJrolled aircraft safely

Charter # 3164
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Our club has 32 members collectively holding 128 aircraft
receivers and transmitters (256 units) that will be affected by a
change in FCC regulations in the Latimer, Pittsburg and Leflore
Counties alone. Tulsa county has 6 model aircraft clubs one of
which has a membership in excess of 250 members. All Oklahoma
clubs as well as those throughout the nation sponsor AMA
sanctioned events-at least once each year. Our club meet brings
flyers from Oklahoma, Arkansas, Kansas and Texas operating radios
within the entire currently allotted radio frequency spectrum.
More than 200 aircraft at this meet operating on a diminished
frequency spectrum will greatly affect safety factors for the
more than 100 participants and 1800 spectators that gather at the
Wilburton Municipal Airport each June.

When model airplanes fly under radio control, modelers go to
great lengths to assure the safety of the operators. and
bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety
precautions involve the careful coordination and use of the radio
control frequencies currently allotted. If the number of usable
frequencies is diminished as a result of the proposal by the FCC,
the remaining "safe" frequencies will become congested and the
margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

Allowing infringement by mobile transmitters with a power output
almost 4 times more powerful than those used by modelers greatly
increases the possibility of aircraft interference allowing
unpredictable aircraft flight and spectator safety.

Understand that model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and
weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds and fly at speeds varying from
30 miles-per-hour to competition speeds in excess of 250 miles
per-hour. Models are expensive to build and, if improperly
controlled due to radio interference, become capable of causing
property damage, serious injury or even death if the operator
were to lose control of the craft. Infringement by mobil
transmission equipment within the frequency range could quickly
and easily result in inadvertent catastrophic consequences.
Please help Oklahoma and the millions of modelers across the
nation continue to enjoy a safe recreational sport available to
both the young and old as well as all of us in between.

We ask you to carefully inspect the consequences of the proposed
FCC change to the 72-76 MHz band (PR Docket 92-235) .

~~~-s_~__
OL Hank Mooney, president
Kiamichi Valley Flyers Associ
1301 W. Main
Wilburton, Oklahoma.

---._-_._.
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Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Sirs,

Recently I learned of an action being considered by the FCC
that will endanger my hobby of radio controlled cars.

I am referring to the FCC's Notice of Proposed Rule Making
(NPRM) in PR Docket 92-235 to replace Part 90 with a new
Part 88. In effect it will narrow the margin between my radio
frequency and fixed commercial users fre~uency.

This will make my radio "glitch" or loose- control of my car.
Or I could be forced to replace all of my radios (5) with new
narrow band ones, which are very expensive and not available.

Please vote against this rule change, keep the 10 Khz spacing
between all frequencies on 75 Mhz and 72 Mhz bands.

A response from you or your office as to how you voted on
this proposal is requested.

r4i~e~

~Watt
7325 So. 74th E. Ave.
Tulsa, OK 74133-2830

~~ator Don
713 Hart
Washington,

Nickles

D.C. 20510

Senator David Boren
U.S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Representative James Inhoffe
442 Cannon HOB
Washington D.C., 20510

Representative David Boren
U.S. House of Rep.

Washington, D.C. 20510
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The Honorable Don Nickles
713 Hart
Washington, DC

Dear Senator Nickles:

Januarv 28, 1993

I have been interested in aviation for as long as I can remember. I spent 26
years in the Air Force working on aircraft and engines. I have been building
and flying model aircraft for over 40 years. I am very active in the local
club (Tulsa Gludobbers) whose members enjoy constructing and operating radio
controlled model airplanes.- I own 4 radio sets and several aircraft. Many
hours of construction and several thousand dollars are tie-up in this
hobby/pasttime.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration
by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket
92-235. If adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the usability of
frequencie~ currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of accidents
and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This band is primarily
used for private land mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control
frequencies in this band are far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies
that we have been able to share the band without either use interfering with
the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them intc
narrower bandwidths and rearranging··the band pl.n. As a result, many land
mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause
interference to radio control operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencie~

that are presently available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19
frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to
assure the safety of the operators, bystanders and the protection of property.
Many of our safety precautions involve the careful coordination and use of the
radio frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining
frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly
comprised.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and
weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive to
build; but more to the point, they are capable of causing property damage~

serious injury, or even death if radio interference causes the operator to los'
con"trol of t~1e cr"aft. We ofte~ fly our ~~cd21s at o~g2nized ~vents and c~ntest

where hundreds of operators participate. We need the use of our full
complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying environment.
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conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control modelers.
The FCC may not think we are as important as business users of radios~ but we
h?v~ 3 considerable investment in our models and in our radio equipment. The
hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and
contributes to the advancement and development of the commercial aviation
industt-y.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the)
FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely~

d~~
Quintin J. Penka
7926 East 77th Court
Tulsa~ OK 74133



SENATOR. DON NICKLES

This le~ter is in respon~ to the new (FCC) proposed r~le

making NPRMPR DOCKE~ * 92-235 which if inplemented, Will bave a

pro£o·und. effec~ on model frequency use.

I am a 48 year old. man I own my own business & flying R.C.

mad!el airplane, s· is my hobbie which ][ devo~e a lot of time ~o bUlding

& flying mod.:e1. airplane,s which weigh from 7 to 40 pound,s & fly

from 6Ql ~ 140 MPH, At a cos t of from $500.00 to $4500.00 wi'th a

wing. span of up -to 10 fee-t. I have 5· R.C radio,s a-t a total cos1; of

a.round 12-$1300.0.0 • Which was al.l. bough-t afert 1991' when our new

narrow band' radio, s ca.me ou-t -to make our. flying more efficient &

l.ess inference from other modo freq1lencies from o-ther sources.

I baV1l been flying bo-th model & real. plane, s for 20· some year, s

Ma~ of our model airporl,s are in public park,s. Which

will cause a saftey hazard to all that migh~' be in 'the aerier while'

we are flying not to speek o~ -the loss of aircraft due to in-terence.

OUr radio, s will not cut out inference from these new radio frequencies
U a.llowed. ~his woulll put a lot· -of preasure on -t~e model. airplane

business. There is 'no R.C .. RADIO on "the market that can opera"te

safely with these new frequencies beside them.
We have many contest event,s both state & national with

as many as 100 R.C.piiiDt,scoDlpeting & 4-500,apectator,s
I and all outher.R.C. PILOTS will appreciate any'help

b s"top this FCC propos el.

(mANX YOU)
JESSE; L FELTON

PO. BOX 202

SO. COFFEYVilLE OKLA. 74072
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January 28, 1993
The Honorable Don Nickels
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Nickels:

I have been building and flying radio controlled model airplanes since 1970. I've enjoyed many hours in this
activity with friends and especially with my two sons. Though we are presently separated from Florida to Tulsa to
Duncan, we are all three actively enjoying this hobby weekly. My youngest son earned his private pilot's license while
still a teenager and is currently in Tulsa completing his commercial and instrument ratings. He plans on being a
commercial pilot. I attribute his interest in aviation to his modeling experience growing up. I, myself am now looking
forward to retirement and spending much ofmy time flying models.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the usability or
frequencies currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for controlling .
model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz bane!. This band is primarily used for private land mobile
dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart from the land mobile
frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrower bandwidths and
rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio control frequencies
and cause interference to radio control operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available for
radio control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to assure the safety of the
operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the careful coordination
and use of the radio control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the
remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety will be· greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and weigh as much as 30 or 40
pounds..The models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point, they are capable of causing property
damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference caused the operator to lose control of the craft. We often fly
our models at organized events and contests where hundreds of operators participate. We need the use of our full
complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of land mobile radio users at the
expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business users of radios, but we
have a considerable investment in our models and in our radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours of
enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and contributes to the advancement and development of the commercial
aviation industry.

Please help me and my sons continue the safe enjoyment of our pastime· by not allowing the FCC to carry out
its proposals for the 72-76 band.

Sincerely,

~~
Danny Snow
P.O. Box 750127
Duncan. OK 73575
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SENATOR DON NICKLES
713 HART
WASHINGTON D.C. 20510

DEAR SENATOR NICKLES:

JAN. 29, 1993

I AM: WRITING TO EXPRESS A CONCERN ABOUT A-PROPOSED RULE OF
THE FCC-WHICH I BELIEVE TO BE PR DOCKET 92-235. THIS
PROPOSED RULE, IF PASSED WOULD ALLOW MOBILE USERS ON
FREQUENCIES WITHIN 2.5.Khz OF FREQUENCIES AVAILABLE TO THE
RADIO-CONTROL MODEL AIRPLANE HOBBYISTS. I, ALONG WITH OVER
400 OTHERS (JUST HERE IN THE TULSA AREA) WOULD BE SEVERELY
AFFECTED BY SUCH A CHANGE IN REGULATIONS. IN FACT. THERE IS
APPROXIMATELY 160,000 MEMBERS IN THE ACADEMY OF MODEL
AERONAUTICS <AMA) THAT WILL BE ADVERSELY AFFECTED.

I WILL NOT TAKE ANY MORE OF TIME YOUR IN EXPLAINING THE
DETAILS OF THIS PROBLEM, IN THAT I'M SURE YOU ARE ALREADY
AWARE OF THIS, BUT I DO WANT TO SAY THAT I'K ONE OF MANY
THAT HAVE SEVERAL THOUSAND DOLLARS INVESTED IN A MOST
ENJOYABLE HOBBY t AND WOULD HATE TO SEE SOMETHING LIKE THIS
PROPOSED RULE DESTROY, OR AT THE VERY LEAST. MAKE THIS HOBBY
UNSAFE FOR OURSELVES AND THE GENERAL PUBLIC.

I WILL GREATLY APPRECIATE YOU HELPING ME TO CONTINUE THE
SAFE ENJOYMENT OF MY HOBBY BY NOT ALLOWING THE FCC TO CARRY
OUT ITS PROPOSALS FOR THE 72-76 MHz BAND.

A RESPONSE FROM YOU OR YOUR OFFICE AS TO HOW YOU VOTED ON
THIS PROPOSAL IS REQUESTED.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND CONSIDERATION!

DON M. SUTTON
3228 S.FULTON
TULSA, OK 74135



January 25, 1993

The Honorable Don Nickles
united states Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear senator Nickles:

I am very active in a local club whose members enjoy constructing, operating
and flying radio controlled model airplanes.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration
by the Federal communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235.
If adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently
assigned for model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability
for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 12 - 16 MHz band. This band
is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations. However, our
radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart from the land mobile
frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either use interfering
with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into
narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile
frequencies will move closer to the radio control operations. I am told that of the
50 frequencies that are presently available for radio control of model airplanes,
only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to
assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the protection of property.
Many of our safety precautions involve the careful coordination and use of the radio
control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed
by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety
will be greatly decreased.

please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and
weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive to build; but
more to the point, they are capable of causing property damage, serious injury, or
even death if radio interference causes the operator to lose control of the craft.
We often fly our models at organized events and contests where hundreds of operators
participate. We need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order
to assure a safe flying environment.



I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve conditions of land
mobile radio users at the expense of radio control modellers. The FCC may not think
we are as important as business users of radios, but we have a considerable
investment in our models and in our radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours
of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and contributes to the advancement
and development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the
FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72 - 76 MHz band.

sincerely,

16M "Sru~TS

2 $""6C-f DGL R( 0

yo ((ok) \ O~ '130Y9



7935 S. New Haven st.
Tulsa, OK 74136

January 27, 1993

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Recently we learned that the FCC is considering an action that
will severely limit the radio controlled (Re) model aircraft
hobby. Many of us have been active in this hobby for years
flying various types of RC model aircraft. I f1rst became
interested in this hobby in high school. This interest in
electronics and aerodynamics were major factors that encouraged
me .to obtain an engineering' degree. our Academy of Model
Aeronautics sanctioned Tulsa RC Soaring Club, TULSOAR, has school
age members who may well follow this came career path.

Your notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) in PR Docket 92-235
replaces Part 90 of your rules with a new Part 88. Part 90
allows for safe use of RC aircraft and surface models by keeping
10.Khz· spacing between fixed commercial users and .frequenci~~
used -: by·. ··RC ~.~.enth~.lsiasts:~'·:: Your new· Part 88-proposes' to· allow
mobile use on' frequencies. within." 2.5 Khz' of-: frequenciesavailaple
to. uscwith excessive. band width" that, will': eliminate safe' use of
at least. 31:-of the 50 channels' on the ·72·: ·MHz band' used by
aircraft and 10 of the 30 frequencies on the. 75 MHz band now used
by surface models. It is likely that more . channels will be
affected.

Our environmentally friendly sailplanes create no noise or litter
and are quite enjoyable with flying characteristics much like
Bald Eagles and Red Hawks often seen circling in the same
thermal. In national competition meets over one hundred
competitors fly five to seven rounds (500 to 700 individual
flights) in two days making full use of our frequency allocation.
This past year TULSOAR club members have participated in soaring
competition in Massachusetts, Indiana, Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas
and California.

Putting commercial users in a position to cause radio
interference to our equipment would be similar to building
project housing on golf courses. Unlike basketball, golf or
tennis, RC soaring also develops one's ability to work
constructively with aerodynamics principals, mechanics of
materials and electronics .. Our hobby is not as well known as it
should be, however, because we are often too busy with our model'
construction and flying techniques to make· adequate promotional
effort.. .'.



Keep 10 Khz spacing
MHz bands available
Our country needs to

citizen's technology

-,:,.~'V>i!.<...

We urge you to reconsider this action.
between all frequencies on the 72 KHz and 75
for the safe use by RC enthusiasts.
encourage this hobby that develops
interests.

Yours sincerely,

Dale E. Nutter, P.E.
Consultant (Inventor)
AHA # 184

cc: Senator Don Nickles
713 Hart Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-3602

Senator David Boren
453 Russell Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Representative James Inhofe
408 Cannon Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Academy of Model Aeronautics
1810 Samuel Morse Drive .
Reston, Virginia 22090
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3824 Shiloh Ridge
Edmond, OK 73034
January 29, 1993

The Honorable Don Nickles
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr. Nickles:

The FCC. .is proposing under PR Docket 92-235 to encroach
£requencies currently used by Radio Controlled Aircra£t hobbyists.
I am one o£ those hobbyists. As a £amily physician, one o£ my
relaxation outlets is to use these aircra£t. I have nearly $2,000
invested in this hobby and the encroachment o£ these £requencies
may render my investment worthless.

I am sure that additional £requencies are necessary £or other
users. However, taking these £rom radio controlled model airplane
hobbyists seems extremely unwise•

..

JJ~e~~
Frank Lawler, M.D.
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January 29, t 993

The Honorable Don Nlckle3
United State3 Senate
SH 713 Hart
5eruste Office Buildi no
Washington, D. C. 20510

RE: PR DOCKET 92- 235

I have been interested in model aviation for some time. I am currently active in aloesl
cl ub whose members enjoy constructi ng and operati ng radio controlled model ai rplan~.

I am very concerned about proposed rule3 that are currentl y under consideration by
the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235.
If adopted, the new rules 'Will greatl y reduce the usability of frequencies currentl y
assigned for model use and increase the risk: of accidents and attendant liability for
contro11i ng model ai rp1anes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz benet Thb band is primarily used
for private land mobile dispatch operations. Ho'w'ever, our radio control frequencie3 in
this band are far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that 'We have been able to
share the band 'without either use interferi ng \\lith the other.

Now the fCC 'Wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitti no them 1nto narrower
bandwidths and rearrangi ng the band plan. As a resUlt, many land mobile frequencies will
move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to redio control
operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are presentl y available for radio
control of model ai rplanes, on1 y t 9 frequencies will be left if these ne'W rules are adopted.

When 'vie fl your model ai rp1anes under radio control, we go to gre8t lengths to 8ssure
the safety of the operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our
safetlJ precautions involve the careful cooordi nation and use of the radio control frequencies.
If the number of usable frequencies is di mi nished as proposed blJ the fCC, the remai ni ng
frequencies will become congested and the margi n of safehj will be greatly decreased.
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Please understand that "many model airplanes Mve wing spans up to 10 feet and veigh as much
as 30 or 40 pound~. The modeb themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point,
they are capable of causi ng property dam8ge, serious inj ury, or even death, if radio
interference causes the operator to lose control of the craft. We often 11 your models at
organized evenb and conte3ts .......here hundreds of operators partici pate. We need the
use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe f1 yi 09 envi ronment.

I do not thi nk it is wise of the fCC to seek to improve the operati ng conditions of land mobile
radio users at the expense of radio control modelers. The fCC may not thi nle 'We are as
important as business users of radios, but 'Ale have a considerable investment in our models
and our radio equi pment. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thoU38nd8 of
people 11 Ice myself and contributes to the advancement and development of the commerc1al
aviation ind~try.

Please hel p me to conti nue the safe enjoyment of my pasti me btJ not 811M ng the fCC to
carry out its proposals for the 72- 76 MHz band.

Si~relJ1 -L-, / -;) . ~
.~¢:~

Cleatus l. Wester
1008 NE 4th
Guymon, Oklahoma 73942
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The Honorable Don Nichols
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Nichols:

I have been interested in aviation for many years. I am very active in local and national
organizations whose members enjoy constructing and operating radio controlled model
airplanes.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the
. Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted,
the new rules will greatly· reduce the usability of the frequencies currently assigned for model
use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This band is primarily used for
private land mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band are
far enough apart from land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the barid without
either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrower
bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move
closer to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations. I am
told that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available ·for radio control of model airplanes,
only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to assure the
safety of the operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety
precautions involve the careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the
number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies
will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and weigh as much
as 30 or 40 pounds~ The models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point, they
are capable of causing property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference
causes the operator to lose control of the craft. We often fly our models at organized events and
contests where hundreds of operators participate. We need the use of our full complement of
radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of the land
mobile radio users at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as
important as business users of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and
in our radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like
myself and contributes to the advancement and development of the commerical aviation industry.

Please help ine continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry
out its propsals for the 72-76MHz band.

GEORGE BEAVER
817 ASH CT.
NORMAM, OK 73072 ~;p~

George N. Beaver


